Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza

LUISS MF

“Why do Poland and Hungary remain EU Member States? On not confronting illiberal
governments”

Speaker: Grainne de Barca (New York University)

Chair: Prof. Daniele Gallo (Luiss Guido Carli)

Date and Time: April 4™ 2022,17:00 - 18:30hrs

Virtual Room: https://luiss.webex.com/luiss/j.php? MTID=m148bcfafllc00d199cle5de025b2akbe

Abstract

This Reflection paper considers why Poland’s and Hungary’s membership of the European Union
remains largely unaffected by widespread, serious and documented actions on the part of those two
governments which have gravely weakened the rule of law, democracy and human rights. Despite the title,
the Reflection does not argue for expulsion of these states, but investigates further why it is that the EU’s
political institutions have not more robustly confronted Poland and Hungary, and explains why this is a risky
strategy for a range of reasons.

About the Speaker

Grainne de Burca is Florence Ellinwood Allen Professor of Law at NYU and Director of the Hauser Global
Law Program. Before joining NYU in 2011, she held tenured posts as professor at Harvard Law School,
Fordham Law School, and at the European University Institute in Florence, Italy. Before that, she was Fellow
of Somerville College and lecturer in law at Oxford University. Her main fields of research are European
Union law and international human rights law. She is co-editor of the Oxford University Press series Oxford

Studies in European Law, and co-author of the leading OUP textbook EU Law. She is co-editor-in-chief of
the International Journal of Constitutional Law (I«CON), a member of the board of editors of the American
Journal of International Law, and a Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy.
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