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Abstract 
 
This Reflection paper considers why Poland’s and Hungary’s membership of the European Union 

remains largely unaffected by widespread, serious and documented actions on the part of those two 

governments which have gravely weakened the rule of law, democracy and human rights.  Despite the title, 

the Reflection does not argue for expulsion of these states, but investigates further why it is that the EU’s 
political institutions have not more robustly confronted Poland and Hungary, and explains why this is a risky 
strategy for a range of reasons. 
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Fordham Law School, and at the European University Institute in Florence, Italy. Before that, she was Fellow 
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Union law and international human rights law. She is co-editor of the Oxford University Press series Oxford 

Studies in European Law, and co-author of the leading OUP textbook EU Law. She is co-editor-in-chief of 

the International Journal of Constitutional Law (I•CON), a member of the board of editors of the American 

Journal of International Law, and a Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy. 
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