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A multitude of scholarly writings in many languages concern the Vienna 
Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT). Nevertheless, uncertainties and 
difficulties can be still identified when trying to understand whether and to 
what extent the VCLT is still central in international law and if it fits into the 
current international legal scenario. Such uncertainties and difficulties have 
resulted in the writing of this book. Hence, the chapters here collected aim 
at untangling the yarns of some open issues and at filling some gaps in order 
to ultimately establish whether at present the VCLT continues to have a role 
in international law. The main perspective is that of public international law. 
However, some room is reserved to problems stemming from the relationship 
between the VCLT and EU Law. The VCLT is also observed through the lens 
of private international law.

Giuseppe Pascale (PhD in International and EU Law, Sapienza University of Rome) is an 
Associate Professor in International Law at the University of Trieste, where he teaches 
Public International Law, Law of International Organisations and EU Law and Policies. 
He has been an Assistant Professor at the University Ca’ Foscari of Venice and a Visiting 
Scholar at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law 
(Heidelberg - Germany) and at the Peace Palace Library (The Hague - The Netherlands). 
He is the author of the monograph La tutela internazionale dei diritti dell’uomo nel 
continente africano, Napoli, 2017, and of several articles and book chapters in various 
fields of international law.

Sara Tonolo (PhD in International Law, University of Milan Statale) is a Full Professor 
of International Law at the University of Trieste, where she teaches Public International 
Law and Private International Law. Sara Tonolo research interests currently focus on 
private international law and human rights, i.e. the assessment of the compatibility 
of national rules with fundamental rights. She has widely published on this topic: Le 
unioni civili nel diritto internazionale privato, Milano, 2007; Il principio di uguaglianza 
nei conflitti di leggi e di giurisdizioni, Milano, 2011; The Protection of Persons with 
Disabilities in Private International Law, in Cuadernos de derecho transnacional, 2013; 
Islamic Symbols in Europe: the European Court of Human Rights and the European 
Institutions, in Stato, Chiese e pluralismo confessionale, 2014.
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