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PREFACE

This work presents the updated content of current European private international 
law. It is, in fact, a book of law written by several authors from Spain and Italy: professors 
Alfonso-Luis Calvo Caravaca, Javier Carrascosa González, Silvia Marino, María Asunción 
Cebrián Salvat and Isabel Lorente Martínez.

This book is intended for anyone interested in studying and learning about the pri-
vate international law system of the European Union. In this sense, it attempts to clearly 
explain the fundamental structures of this fascinating branch of law as well as to convey 
a series of interesting, intuitive, constructive and brilliant ideas that may set the course 
for the future.

This book understands EU private international law as a product of the culture of 
European society. European private international law is not a mere set of rules, a series 
of European regulations that come out of nowhere: it is a very important part of the 
(legal) culture of Europe; it is a cultural product that is part of European civilisation. 
In this sense, the authors believe in Europe and in the values that Europe has repre-
sented for more than two hundred years. We believe in Europe as an ideal of a free and 
diverse society made up of free and diverse people. This book is a tribute to freedom – 
to freedom of movement of persons, families, goods, capitals, companies and services, 
and also a homage to business freedom in a market economy. It is a tribute to private 
international law, which makes all these freedoms possible. Additional materials for 
the study of these subject matters, such as European case law and legislation, may be 
found at http://www.accursio.com/documentos1.php.The book includes beautiful artwork 
by illustrator Alessandro Sánchez Pennaroli, which helps to convey some of the key ideas 
contained in each chapter.

The authors would like to thank Umberta Pennaroli for the meticulous revision and 
translation into English of this work during the four years of its production. Special men-
tion is also due to Silvia Marino, Professor of International Law and European Union 
Law at the Università dell’Insubria (Italy), who enthusiastically accepted to participate in 
this hazardous project. Many thanks also to Brian Mc Menamin for all his wise teachings 
on life and on the English language.
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Where we are going we don’t need roads, said Doc Brown in the movie “Back to the 
Future”. Europe is moving towards a freer society. To achieve a freer world and a freer 
Europe we do not need roads: we need European private international law. This book is, 
in short, a hymn to freedom for Europe and to freedom for all people.

Madrid-Murcia, 19 March 2022, feast of Saint Joseph
Alfonso-Luis Calvo Caravaca

Javier Carrascosa González
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