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Foreword

Weapons represent one of the great paradoxes of humanity. Human beings 

constantly research and develop new weapons—new ways of killing with 

increased lethality, ease of use, greater precision, and capabilities of all kinds. 

At the same time, we constantly contemplate the morality of using weapons. 

Moral assessment leads to efforts at legal regulation, including banning spe-

cific weapons. The paradox has been on full display for a decade and a half 

regarding fully autonomous robotic weapons and the effort to ban or strictly 

limit their use.

This book is the rare study of all three aspects of the weapons paradox as 

regards autonomous weapons. It is a fully integrated account of what we need 

to know in order to understand the current debate about using autonomous 

weapons with some regulation or banning them altogether. The author expertly 

explains the complex new technological research involved in autonomous 

weapons. These are weapons that remove the need for a human responsibility 

for the decision to take the life of another person. He has appropriately chosen 

human rights as the standard against which to assess the morality of this recent 

development in weapons technology. He is then able to consider issues such 

as whether to ban or regulate, and how to do so. The discussion is engaging, 

allowing readers to come to their own, informed conclusions.

I have had the privilege of discussing the law and morality of high-tech 

weapons with Diego Mauri since his research visit to the University of Notre 

Dame in 2018. I found him to be one of the rare human beings with the ability 

to write comprehensively on one of the greatest challenges to the law and 

morality of arms control. He came with a wealth of knowledge, which he 

generously shared, as well as experience in the Holy See’s delegation to the 

principal negotiations concerned with regulating autonomous weapons. He 

came also with a determined purpose to deepen his knowledge and understand-

ing. This book is a testament to his success and an important contribution to 

law and ethics.

Mary Ellen O’Connell

Robert and Marion Short Professor of Law

University of Notre Dame, USA
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